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E Sophs, ye Diviners, ye Dreamers profound, 
Y Who- dreams all your lives, and who dreams can expound, 
This letter to you I reſpe&fully ſend, 
And beg you'll explain what my viſions portend. 
1 dreamt that my ſoul did my body forſake, 
And was newly arriv'd at the Stygian Lake, | 
Where among the ſtrange ſights that engag'd my attention, 
Was this, which I think well deſerving of mention. : 
Two feminine figures appear'd to ay fight, | 
One cloathed in black, and the other in white. 
One appear'd by her phyz to be forty or more, 


The other ſeem'd older, at leaſt by a ſcore. 
A 85 1 


7. 


At firſt I conceiv'd they were Billingſgate Jades, 


Diſputing their rank and precedence of trades. 
At a diſtance IJ heard them each other abuſing, h 
One boldly defending, one fiercely accuſing. 


All the ghoſts on the banks, were alarm'd by the clatter, 


And ran like a mob, to know what was the matter. 

| Then Caanbu came forward, and queſtion'd the dames 
Concerning their buſineſs, their dwellings and names. 
The older reply d, We are humble dependants | 

© On Orator Beans, and his conſtant attendants. 

% Mon AlL. CoNnsctENCE the name that is given to me, 
« And Maſter's Pol. ITI AL. ConsCIENCE is ſhe. 

«© Since the day Maſter quitted the FERULE and RULE, 
25 Diſdaining an Uſher's employment at ſchool; 


4 Since the day he commenc'd his political race, 


4 Has PoLITICAL ConsctENCE robb'd me of my place. 


« It diſtre ſſes my feelings, and humbles my pride, 

% My Rival to ſee his perpetual Guide, | 

4 Whilſt Maſter lays 5 and my counſel aſide. 

« Scarce once in twelve months am I ſuffer'd to ſpeak, 
« While he liſtens to her by the day and the week, 


4% And 


Fart : 

& And if for a moment, I venture to put 
„In a word, I am call'd an impertinent ſlut. 
— But as duty commands, I am often intruding, * 
& And the and my Maſter as often excluding, 
For I never will ceaſe, till IJ fully recover 
9 My right, and take place, when in council, above her. 
% And now if your honour no injury mean us, 
« I beg you will hear, and paſs ſentence between us. 
Then Craron thus anſwer'd : It never can ſuit 
A Boatſwain to ſettle ſo nice a diſpute. 
“ But if it will give both your ladyſhips pleaſure, 
& The river to croſs, and if Mixos have leiſure, 
« His Lordſhip, I'm certain, no trouble will grudge, 
<« A caſe ſo uncommon to hear and adjudge.” 
The Rivals embark'd, and in hopes of much ſport, 
I follow'd with others to Minos's court. 
When his lordſhip juridical fitting on high, 
Saw the ladies ſo largely attended draw nigh ; 
He fent out his ſheriff, his tipſtaff and cryer, _ 
To keep off the croud, and their buſineſs enquire. 
Then ChARON ſtepp'd forward in front of the croud, 5 
Made up to the bar, and reſpectfully bow'd: 

| 42 


« My 


"£*1. 


. . My lord, I couſt your dende prays | 
42.588 For what I am about to ſay. 
0 I faw juſt now on yonder ſhore, 
A fight I never ſaw before. i 
4 Your lordſhip ſays, it's very . 1 
. To find one Conſcience; ; but a * ; | 
, 


6 Is more than any mortal's ſhare. : 


& Yet though * tis ſtrange, *tis no lefs true, 
«© That EDMUND BuzxE poſſeſſes two; 
« But if my lord will hear theſe dames, 
«4 They'll tell their functions and their names. 
5 80 It ſeems, though both to one belong, 
6 They always think each other wrong, 
„ They wrangled in a high degree, 
E. 0 And then referr'd the caſe to me. e KO 
T > 1 choſe the office to decline, 
F 5 * 11 being foreign to my line. 


« And therefore hu mbly now entreat, 
6 You'll hear them at your Judgment f ſeat.” | 


Then Mrxos commanded the ladies to tell 
Who they were, and the cauſe of their viſiting hell. 
2 5 EO VVV. 


CRE, 

The judge had ſcarce ſpoke the laſt ſyllable, when 
The ladies began like two Parliament men; 
Who fond of diſplaying their eloquence, burn | 
In the flames of their ſpeech, till it comes to their turn: 
Who thinking they've ſomething important to ay, 

| Curſe the member that's ſpeaking for needleſs delay, 
And the moment he ends, begin pleading away: 


Then the chairman with ſterneſs remark'd, *twas a crime, | 


Againſt Parliament law to ſpeak two at a time. 
And the judge gave the ladies a gentle reproof, 
By obſerving, one Speaker at once was enough. 


But now there ariſes another diſpute, a ED 
As to who ſhould be Speaker, and who ſhould be mute. 


(Mon Al. CoNnsCIENCE henceforth I denominate MorLz., 


And PoLITICAL CoNsSCIENCE I ſhorten to Pol .) 

In ſupport of her claim, Mort. with reaſon averr'd, 
That ſhe, as the eldeſt, ought firſt to be heard; 
While PorLL, as the younger, declar'd ſhe would reſt 
Her claim upon merit, as ſpeaking the beſt. 

After ſome ſlight reflection, Judge Mixos decreed, 
That Mor.z. ſhould begin; ſo he bade her proceed. 


Poor 


[ w 1] 
Poor PoLL with reſentment was ready to burſt, 
To think that her rival was liſten'd to firſt. 
How diff rent above did the Onder treat her! 
PoLL's influence there had been conſtantly greater. 
She remember'd that MoLL. was ſtruck frequently dumb 
By a frown, or the ſhort monoſyllable, mum! 
But fince his inflexible Worſhip thought fit 
To hear MoLL's harangue, ſhe was forc'd to ſubmit. 
Then the Cryer call'd “ Silence! keep filence, I ſay, 
5 Yoon pain of commitment.” All hear and obey. 


As when ſome Orator, like MawBey, great 


__ In elocution, joins the grave debate, 
All with emotion view the Knight ariſing, 
Sure to hear ſomething curious and ſurprizing ; 5 
Some ſtate improvement, or ſome grand deſign, 
Some cheaper, better mode of feeding ſwine : = 
A gen'ral filence reigns thro” all the crowd, 
Not e' en the ſofteſt whiſper is allow'd ; 
Silence like this the judgment-hall pervades, 
And expeRtation's rais'd in all the ſhades. 


Thus 
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Thus Ms > Hig 2 0 To your Lordihip I owe 
% Many thanks for the manifold favours you ſhow + 
But leſt it be thought in your ſervant a crime 
_— To take up b much of a magiſtrate's time, 
« Without any further delay, I proceed 

To prove PoLL a monſter, — a monſter indeed? 
40 And e tha: black Lady is clearly convicted, 
« No doubt but juſt puniſhment will be inflicted. 


c My Lord, it was Nature's original plan 
« To give but one Conſcience to oe ſingle man. 
% »Twas long ere the diff rence was well underſtood: | 
« Betwixt Moral Right and Political Good. 
But the Stateſman, the Caſtiſt, the Judge, the Divine 
& The Citizen too, in opinion combine, 
„% That having the National Good in one's eye,, 
One may, for the time, lay Morality by. 
4 But no man, however audacious, pretends. 
& That he may do the ſame to promote his own ends. 
„To one Maſter, my Lord, we two Women belong, 
« Whom I ſtrive to lead right, and ſhe ſtrives to lead wrong. 


a Ene 


\ 
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« Epxroxo Bunxs' s Mon Al. Conserxnex, my Lond, 3 1s my name, 


% His Pol ITIeAL CONSCIENCE is ſhe, to her ſhame. 

40 If that ſooty- fac d dame would her duty diſcharge, | 
be She would ſtudy the good of the nation at large 
4 But inſtead of ſo doing, her counſel ſtill tends 

« To promote Maſter's ſelfiſh, iniquitous en 


As Mor this aceount of the parties was giving, 
She was aſk'd by the Judge, if her Maſter was living. 


She anſwer'd him, Ves: Then Judge Mi xos ſaid: Tell 


= For what purpoſe you Ladies deſcended to hell?“ TY 
Mor. anſwer'd, . My Maſter is frequently fick, | 


« And I take that adyantage to give him a prick. 


« ] place all the horrors of hell in his view, 


& And as long as he's ſick, he believes they are true: 
« But as ſoon as his health takes a turn for the beſt, 
<« Pol.. comes, and perſuades him the whole is a jeſt. 


At this inſtant my Maſter believes he's ſo ill, 


« As to ſet at defiance all medical {kill : 

Two days and two nights Pol L and I have diputed, 
Without either confuting, or being confuted : _ 
« My Maſter at length; to determine the caſe, 


15 Sent us both to find out if there be ſuch a place.“ 


Here 


i: 6 

Hero the Judge interrupted. the Lady, to aſk 
If to find the true road was a difficult | taſk ? 
No L auſwer'd him: No: were I perfectly blind, 

6 The way Were ſufficiently eaſy to find; 
* One has nothing to do but to follow the throng 

That are poſting this way, and will lead us along.“ 

Inform me,” ſaid Minos, “of what you intend _ 1 8 
6 By this accuſation, and where it will end.“ | 
Mol L reply'd, . ſhould I have the good fortune to caſt 83 
Entirely from out of the breaſt of my Maſter, | 
« And for ever exclude the falſe guide from his fight, i 
4% There would be ſome chance of my leading him right. - 
Or perhaps, if your Lordſhip approve, twere as well T 518 $4 
66 Now ſhe's "I to detain her for ever in hell. Ws 
we My Maſter undoubtedly then would be ſav'd, 275 


And diſhonour'd no more by connexions deprav' d.“ 


The caſe is quite novel,“ Judge Mixos reply'd : 
« I muſt ſpeak with my breth'ren before I decide.” 
From the Court then the Juſtice infernal withdrew, 


To conſult RadamMAanTHvs, and EAcus too. 1 
. : After 


Fe 1 : 
After ſome ſhort Jebate, he return'd to nis place, 
To declare what the bench had adjudg'd in the caſe. 


« The actions of Pol. L to the Court are offenſive, 

% And the evil thereof muſt be very extenſive. 

& But as no common law, and no ſtatute can reach her; 5 

« The Court think it proper that Mor . mould each Ms 

< But not to depart from the form of the laws, X 
% Let the Clerk make a Rule out for Pol. L to ſhew cauſe.” 
Poll. was ſerv'd with a Rule, when without heſitation 

She 1a roſe, and began an on. : 
N Lord, by your Lordſhip's indulgence, I truſt 
4 1 ſhall prove ev'ry charge to be falſe and unjuſt. 

| © But if I ſpeak now, it muſt be on condition, 

% No advantage be drawn from unguarded admiſſion; 

« That whilſt I my conduct proceed to defend, 

6 I may ſay and unſay, as it anſwers my end. 

And fince at this Tribunal I am to be try'd, 

Let me aſk by what law will your Lordſhip decide ? 
1 That is, if your Lordſhip examine the cauſe 

4 By Morality, or by Political Laws? 


For 


« For, indeed, I ſhould think it exceedingly bard, 
60 Were I try'd by thoſe laws I'm not us'd to 1 


« Political people are ſeldom ſuch fools, 

« As their conduct to ſquare by Morality's rules; 
And in this very Court I've been frequently told 
% Men are try'd by the faith and the tenets they hold. 


« "Then let not my foe to impeachment proceed, 
« Till your Lordſhip has heard my PoLITIcAaL Creep.” 


Mrnos nodded aſſent. PoLL reſpe&full y bowd; /; 
And opening a Book, began reading albu. 5 


Tu Ex WHIG's CREED. 

«© They whoſe faith is orthodox, 

« All their truſt repoſe in FOX. 

« Saint CHARLES only they muſt know, ; 

God's Vicegerent here below. h 
= « Hein darkneſs ſpreadeth light: 

& He converteth wrong to right : | 

46 *Tis his place to judge alone 

4% Twixt the people and the throne ; : 


* 


Clip Adminiſtration” 8 wings, 


r 


40 And d prerogative of Kings. . 
Ba + Give 


[x6 ] 


Give Saint CHARLES the Premier's place, 


Let prerogative increaſe : 

00 Whigs have nothing then to dread, 

« If the Monarch will be led. 

C Put the caſh in CHarLes's care, 

_=_ Whigs will have an ample ſhare. | 

& If his Majeſty diſplace him, | 

« Shut the door, and ſo diſgrace him. 

«© Make the people think the King, 

&« A cypher, or an uſeleſs thing. 

& From the father part the ſon, 

If by art it can be done. 

All the rigid moral rules, 

4 Such as boys are taught at ſchools ; 
« All that books of Scripture teien, 
« And ecclefiaſtics preach ; ” 
„ Diſregard them ev'ry word ; 
Doctrines idle and abſurd ! 

« Learn the arts of ſimulation, 
« To perſuade a poliſh'd nation, 
That you've public good in view, 
« Whilſt your int'reſt you purſue... | 


1 


k 1 } 
m patriotic foes 
Should your holy Saint 98 
Never ceaſe thoſe men purſuing, 
44 Till you. work their total ruin: 
„ But if guarded from e e 
| « Form with them 2. can | 
Keep this maxim ſtill in view,, 
« All is. lawful that will de. 
4 There” s no evil in a deed, 


66 Except. when it don't. ſucceed. N 8 


As Pol was ____ energy reading her Creed, 
The paſſionate Judge put a ſtop to her ſpeed: | 
© How durſt the inſult this. reſpectable Court, 
«© By turning Religion and Virtue to ſport ?. 
&. A better behaviour henceforward PI teach TED | 
cc Make an abſolute rule out for MoLL to impeach her.“ 
Then turning to MoLL :—< I expect you'll be ſteady, 
& And bring forth the Charges as ſoon as they're ready.“ 
With a curtſey MoLL ſaid, If the Court will Th 


& Tcan give in at leaſt twenty Articles now.“ 


(88 ] 
As the judges of hell never want to retire, 
For purpoſes ſuch as we mortals require, | 
Unlike our law ſages, they ſtuff not their bellies 


With Turbot and Turtle, with Veniſon and Jellies ; * - 


In Juſtice's cauſe, unremitting they toil, S 
And put off no trial leſt dinner ſhould ſpoil ; 
Nor adjourn (as we do) to give place to the Graces, 


Or for eaſe to their minds, to relax at the races. 


Then Mol. L, by conſent of Judge Mrnos, began 


To bring forth her charges, and wand her plan. 


« My Lord, to miy Maſter all bountiful heaven 


% Rich gifts with the hand of profuſion has given. | 


* At College he ſtudy d much while he was young, 


Where he pick'd up that rapid Gyration of tongue. 


His wonderful knowledge, and deep erudition, 

% Made him fit for a lawyer, divine, or phyſician. 
„% "Twas long 1 in debate, if to make him a preacher 
Of the order of Jeſus, or underliug teacher. 
The latter however, at length was his lot, 

9 And the office of Ulber the gentleman got; "et 


4 


«© How 
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on 
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E 
How happy, Oh England! had then been thy fate, 
If politics never had enter'd his pate ! 
Oh, that Manxnam had firſt been tranſlated to heaven, 
Ere my maſter through him made his way to St. Stephen! 
For from that day, the criminal now at your bar 
Againſt me has been waging perpetual war. 
She forc'd him to vote juſt as RoCKINGHAM bid, 
And oppoſe, right or wrong, all the Miniſter did. 
I accuſe Pol. L of uſing her utmoſt endeavour, 
The miſguided child from the parent to ſever. 
On her favorite topic how oft di the Apel 
That the child, when it likes, has a right to rebel? 
In the Colonies when ſhe had kindled a flame, | 
She gave to rebellion bright Liberty's name. FE 


Alas! how the mother and children did bleed, 


In that impious war of which PoLL fow'd the ſeed x 5 


Like rivers and torrents e bled. 


PoLL ought to atone for) the blood chat was fhed ;, 


The original cauſe, that the tomahawk knives, 
Robb'd mothers and innocent babes of their lives... 


GREAT BRITAIN'S poſterity ne'er can forget, 


«© How that war more than doubled the national debt. 


% Hew 


= 6 


% How many poor widows and orphans on earth 
4 Curſe the day or the night that gave EpmynD Burke birth! 


How many young ſpinſters this day had been married, 


„If when breeding, the mother of Bunk E had miſcarry'd! 
The diſtreſs under which his poor Country is ſinking, 
<6 8 from Pol. L's diabolical manner of thinking. 
„If of what I have ſaid, the court aſk for a proof, 
„ Each Village in England, will furniſh efhough, 
But why talk of proof, ſince your lordſhip knows well, 
% MoRAL CoNSCIENCE a lye cannot poſſibly tell. 
* On this ſubject, my lord, I'll no longer enlarge, 

But wait till the culprit has anſwer'd the charge. 
66 One favor, my lord, I have further to pray, 
6 That Pn . from the truth be not ſuffer'd to ſtray ; 
66 That when to my charges the culprit replies, fl 
66 They be not waſb d away by a torrent of lies,” 


Then the Judge ſpoke to PoLL, <* Be you cautious in diction, J 
% Nor offer before this tribunal a fiction: 05 1 
6 One falſehood intended, completes your convictio. 


+ And know that a judge's infallible eye, 
% At one glance can diſtinguiſh the truth from a lye. 
ä e e e 
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By theſe mink of his Lordſhip poor Poll. L ſeem'd confounded, 
And twiſted about like a ſnake that is wounded. 

Thoſe flipp'ry tricks that were wont to avail her 

In Saint Stephen's Chapel, in Erebus fail her: 

On her impudence now ſhe's compell'd to rely, 

And Juſtify facts which ſhe dare not deny. 

Awhile by embarraſſment PoLL was impeded, 

At length ſhe recover'd, and thus ſhe proceeded : 


% My Lord, I ſubmit to your Excellence, whether 


I ſhall anſwerto this, or all charges together.“ 


Atfer ſome little argument, Mrxos decreed, 

Por r now ſhould reply, ſo he bade her proceed. 
« My Lord, I preſume that I ſafely may venture 
To ſay that ſelf is of attraQtion the center; | 
« That the man muſt needs be an unnatural elf, 
% That fails in the leaſt to take care of himſelf; 
4 And nature herſelf has implanted in man, 5 

40 A with to get all that he poſſibly can. , 
If the counſel I gave to the Orator fitted 

. fortune, in juſtice I muſt be acquitted : 

% Nay more; if my counſels have conſtantly tended. 


To his int'reſt alone, I muſt needs be commended ; 
: | f | C a | £6 Nor 
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„ Nor will a juſt Judge think my merit the leſs, 


„ T hough my ſchemes have too frequently fail'd of ſucceſs. 


&« Tf] fairly make out my intentions were good, 


And that for my Maſter I did all I cou'd, 


& Whate'er be the event, then acknowledge you muſt, 


« I, like a good ſervant, was true to my truſt. 


The ſervants who juſtly their duty diſcharge, 


« Serve their Maſter alone, not the Public at large : 


« Andon this point it is we ſo warmly contend ; 


4 She the Public would ſerve, I my Maſter befriend : 


„She wants him to ſtudy the good of the State, 
« T wiſh to take care about ſomething to eat. 
„My Maſter was born without noble connection, | 
$6 Nor baſk'd in the ſunſhine of Royal protection. , 
% Even now had he been of Plebeian degree, | 

% Unnotic'd without the aſſiſtance of me. 

His honour, and glory, my counſels advance, 
And J hope very ſoon to improve his finance; 
oe Though I have-/not as yet overloaded his purſe, 
« His ſtate without me had been fifty times worſe. 
Had I not got the better of MoLL's ſuperſtition, 
«© He had never tranſcended an Uſher's condition ; ; 
% Had he liſten'd to MoLLy's fantaſtical tales, 

15 He had Rill been as poor as a Curate in Wales. 


1 „ 
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«© Were the Orator no other line to purſue 


& Than what Mon Ar CoNSCIENCE directs him to do 

« From the path mark d by her were he never to ſwerve, 
In ſpite of his talents, he'd certainly ſtarve. 

« That my principle's right, if your Lordſhip ſhould doubt, 
« Or if MoLL ſhould diſpute, I can ſoon make it out : 
I can juſtify all I've aſſerted with eaſe, 

And am ready to argue the point when you pleaſe. 

* But not to digreſs any more at this time, 

< I ſhall briefly reply to what MoLL calls a crime. 

« My Lord, 'twas the duty of Burks to oppoſe 5 

« With vigour the Marquis of RoCKINGHAM's foes ; 

& Not his duty alone, but his int'reſt too, 

& An object he never lets out of his view. 

„ »Twixt mother and child when he 2245 ſuch a rout, 
His aim was to turn the then Miniſter out. 
% My Maſter by nature is gentle and mild, 

« And would wantonly injure no woman or child : 
His ſoul ne'er rejoices in warlike alarms, 

% Nor wiſhes to ſhine forth a hero in arms: 


In lineal deſcent from THrEeRsSITEs he ſprung, 


« And can fight, like his Sire, the beſt fight with his tongue. 


Sl 


** ** 


[ 24 J 
„If the colonies all to rebellion were driven 
« By the ſpeeches of BURKE i in the houſe of S.. Stephen, 
0 To rebel he had no other cauſe to N em, 
&« Save this, —that the Miniſter wiſh'd to chaſtiſe * * 
„If EpMuND the right of taxation deny'd, | 
66 Twas becauſe NonT#. had taken the oppoſite fide : 


« Had Non rn ſought to excuſe them from paying a tax, 
be My Maſter had bawl'd out, block ! ' ſcaffold! and axe! 


46 


E 


For baſely the int'reſt of England bn 
| „% In excuſing the American rebels from paying. 5 
« And thus I have prov'd, all the blood that was ſpilt, 


F 4% Fntails on my Maſter no manner of guilt; 


« Or if there be guilt, all the world muſt agree, 
« The Miniſter was full as guilty as he. 
* I ſtill urge him on to be earneſt and hearty, 


To promote the ambitious deſigns of his Party: 


% To prove this is right, I dictated a book, 
« Into which, at your leiſure, your Lordſhip may wks 


r * 
» 


« For if once a political courſe you begin, | 
« You muſt follow your party through thick and tbrongh thin. 
| « My defence here I reſt, and to judgment reſign, 


« Unleſs my accuſer thinks fit to rejoin,” 


Mol L bow'd to the court, and begg'd: leave to decline. ; 
| 3 To 


[ a5 {| 


To cloſe the firſt charge here the parties agreed, 
And Mor L to the ſecond was bade to proceed. 


I accuſe Pol E of having by loud declamations, 
« Driven Non rH and the Miniſtry all from their ſtations : 
« Of perſuading the people of England to think, | — 
That unleſs Non rEH went out, the whole kingdom muſt fink ; ; 
« Of demonſtrating clearly to Joan BvL 8 conviction, 
o That NorTH and his party defery'd crucifixion, | 
, ſay that when Pol . had brought Non rn to diſgrace, 
«© And BURKE and his party were got into place; 3 
Their footing ſhe thought would be ſtable and ſound, 
« If Non TH and his friends were put under the ground. | 
% Then ſhe drew an impeachment with argument ſtrong, 
66 To prove that the traitor had liv'd much too long; 3 
« That his wicked, deteſtable Adminiſtration, 
4 Had America loſt to this much i injur'd nation; 
” That his ſomnolent ward would be poor ſatisfaction, 
40 To atone for this curſed, and damnable action. 
« Vet at the ſame moment Poll. l. very well knew, 


„ That Buxxz deſery'd hanging the moſt of the two. 


WT 


« But 


1 
. But all on a ſudden th impeachment was fopp'd, 
% PoLL ſaw a new light, and all enmity aropp d. 
„ With this zraiterous lord then did BuREK E coaleſce, 
* Themſelves to enrich, and their country diſtreſs.” 


Here ended dame MoLL, with a humble petition, 
That Pol. L might be damn'd for this damn'd Coalition. 


. 1 CoNsCIENCE no ſooner had fat herſelf down, 
Than the Judge looking ſtedfaſt at PoLL with a frown, 
| Obſerv* d, he expected ſome very good reaſon, 
My Non rH was accus'd, but not Pun ſhed * Treaſon. 


* If OS EY ſays Pol. L., will but patiently hear, 


or moment or two, I ſhall make it appear, 
That the friendſhip and hatred my Maſter contracts, 

j 2 Aim alike at one end, though by different acts. 1 

« When an office is got, *tis as hard to maintain = 

75 Nay, harder it frequently proves than to gain it. 

«© When i counſell a my Maſter, Lord Non rk to * 

« ] thought his deſtruction had been in my reach. 

elf the united endeavours of EbMuxp and Fox, 


Could have ſhut up LorD Nox rn to Doomſday i in, his box, 


* 2 n net "AR 


* That troubleſome man had been out of their way, 


| | And my Maſter found room for his talents to play; 
= « But 


27 1 


4% But being unable to compaſs that end, 


Neceſſity forc'd them to make him a friend. 

« My accuſer, may ſay, that my conduct is ſtrange, 

* Inconſiſtent, imprudent and ſubje& to change; 

« But if in her judgment I never do right, 

% MoRAL CoNnsCIENCE, you know, has a very ſhort ht. ; 
«© Without order the planets apparently run, 

e have regular mot ions when ſeen from the ſun; . 
So to judge of our actions, a perſon fhould enter | | 

6 Into Epmunp's dear ſelf, and obſerve from the center, 

I have fully reply d to this charge, I conceive, /, 


99 


And will cloſe my defence, if your Lordſhip give leave. 


Mol L. roſe up again, ſeeming ſomewhat perplex'd, 


To determine what charge to bring forward the next: 


] fear that your Lordſhip will never ſpare time, 
4% To hear a full ſtatement of every crime: 4 

«© But where all are ſo bod; to know which i is the worſt, | ; 
„Which ſhould be heard laſt, or which ſhould be heard firſt, f | | 
„ Ts hard to determine; howe'er I'll advance, 1 
4% And dip for the next, being guided by chance. 
I accuſe Pol. L of actions ignoble and baſe, 


« Of inſulting a King, of entailing diſgrace 
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4 On a nation for liberal ntiments fam' d, 

« But now of her ſtingineſs juſtly aſham'd. 

«© When EpmunD by PoLLyY's inſidious art, 
% Was of Adminiſtration admitted a part 45 

cc ＋Twas ſuggeſted to him by that lady in Gable, 
& To reduce the expence of his Majeſty's table ; 


766 In the ſenate to day at extravagance ſtormin & 


4 The next in the kitchen abuſes reforming. 


' © The domeſtics on ſhorter allowance he puts, 

„ And meaſures exactly the ſize of their guts. 

. Now down is the cellar the veſſels he gauges, 

& And the butler, for drinking, is ſtopp'd of his wages. 
As Mor L was deſcribing this buſineſs, the croud || 
Diſturb'd her narration, by laughing aloud; 

At length ſhe reſum'd : 4+ But, my Lord, what is worſe, 
© PoLL made a bold ſnatch at his Majeſty's purſe. 

«© But though this ceconomical Jade was unwilling 


& To leave the ſick Father' ſo much as a ſhilling, 
To the Son ſhe was always extremely profuſe, 


« And would vote all the national wealth to his uſe, vo 


From the cook to the mate, ſee him hopping and skipping, 
| <« Now taſting the gravy, now licking the dripping. 


Her 


(+ 
Her pleaſant oration was ſearcely half done, 
When PoLLYyY her juſtification begu un. 


« My Lank I admit every word to: be true; 1 
66 Much I did, and much more I attempted to do; 
4 That his Countrymen have not the ſmalleſt PREP WY | 
| For Kings, is both mine and my Maſter's perſuaſion. 
% And convinc'd as we are, that we never can need em, Fa 
„I would aſk of my enemy, why ſhould we feed *em. 
But ſuppoſing the fools of this realm haves whims > , 
% To be rul'd by a King, and that GzozGE ſhould be hint”; $, 
They ſhould ſtudy a cloſe ceconomical plan, rf 
And keep him as cheap as they poſſibly can: 
A million a year for a King is immenſe, . - 
«© The Senate too thought | it a heavy expence ; 
And when it was voted to cut the King's table, | 
There was none like my Maſter, ſo willing and able. : 


%% My accuſer, my Lord, makes a crime of the meaſure 1 15 
« I plann'd for depriving che King of his treue. 
Here her judgment again is ill- founded and raſh ;_ "6 
6 For I meant nothing more than a transfer of caſh. - 
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=} Giving wealth to the father is abſolute waſte, 
«© He diſpoſeth thereof with ſuch, very bad taſte. 
* In an old-faſhion'd way, all the treaſure he gets 
Goes in charity, after diſcharging his debts ; 


In eaſing his ſubjects of heavy expence, 


* To provide for his family many years hence. 5 
„ Rut the ſon will diſtribute the money with ſpirit, 
10 Maſter, and others of ſimilar merit. 

The Prince and his brother our party can fleece, 
« But the father won't part with a ſixpenny piece. 
„% Now, I truſt, I have fully ex plain'd why the ſon 
6 - Should 1 poſſeſs, and the father have none.” 
Here the ſable Dame ſtopp'd, and her rival aroſe, 


Like a Hero determined to follow her . 


** 


I accuſe PoLL of making a florid harangue 


In defence of two wretches deſerving to hang ; 5 


* Who, without any trial, by PoLL were acquitted, 
„ Whilſt the honour of Maſter was deeply committed. 
40 One of them his conſcience ſo horribly ſmote, 
ln a fit of deſpair he biſected his throat. 


6 Their guilt though the wretches themſelves did confeſs, 


« PoLL deny'd 1 it with impudence nevertheleſs. 


OY 


FL 
« But as ſhe well knew that the Treas'ry was rifled, 
« She ought to account why inquiry was ſtifled : 
And your Lordſhip will think it incumbent upon hee, 
12 Te account for the loſs of the Orator's honour.” 


PoLL haſtily roſe from her ſeat, and began: 19 PE 1 3 
«© PII anſwer this queſtion as brief as I can. | 1 
They were good uſeful men; ſo my Maſter forgavs: s em 
heir trifling offences, and labour'd to ſave em. 0 1 
„ But a thouſand examples evince, that to ts: 
« The public at large, is eſteem'd but a trifle. 
And to ſay that an orator 8 breaking his word 
« Can i injure his honour, is very abſurd. G 
Maſter pledges his honour ten times in a day Fs 
= And, convicted of falſehood, explains it away. 

«© Honour, credit #nd character, fame, reputation, ws 

% Are but flowers and tropes to adorn an oration : 

« And your men of 85 Stephen's regard them no more, | 

Than a ſong that is ſung at an innkeeper's door.” 

This charge on both ſides was no ſooner gone through, 7 8 


Than Mor L roſe again her attack to renew : "FH | tx 
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52 1 accuſe * dark Tay of urging on BunxR 


* To j Join with CHARLES Fox in iniquitous work; 
Of ſtretching an arm out, oppreſſive and ftrong, - 
© BR To take away that which to others belong. 


Not 2 ſixpenny piece in the Company's ſtocks 


„Was the property either of EpxuND, or Fox. 


In India Direction their right to a place, 
« Was no more than 1 it is to the Kingdom of Grace. 


In Vefiance of equity, juſtice, and laws, 


1 Like tygers half-famiſh'd, they ſtreteh d out their paws; 


og With violence ſeiz d on the Company” 8 charter, 
“ And, Saracen-like, gave the vanquiſh'd no quarter. 
% Thoſe who never had manag'd one acre of hnd, 


Were deſirous to take a whole empire in hand : 


| * Thoſe who yeſterday pick d up a living by play, 


; 


4 Saw themſelves nearly maſters of millions to-day. 
« To India my Maſter his relatives ſends, 


«© And peoples the Eaſt with neceſſitous friends. 1 WES 


In thought all the BunxEs of Hiztanra feaſt, 
„On the honey and milk overflowing the Eaſt. 


« How the ſtockholders ftorn'd, and how loud were their. cries ! 1 
66 « Por: ſtopp'd up his ears, and tbe blinded his eyes. | 
3 « How 
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4% How oft at this flagrant injuſtice ü tft 
« 1 admoniſh'd him often, but never prevail d. | 
5 PoLL inſtructed her party to prove to the King, 
% That to break royal faith was an innocent thing ; | 

4 That neceſſity juſtifies every meaſure; | 
% And there muſt be neceſſity always for treaſure. rar Þ MES 
4 »Tis true the baſe ſtratagem fail'd of ſucceſs; Gels 
« But Pol. L's criminality is not the leſs.. ei e 
As ſoon as this article drew to a cloſe, 


The Lady in ſable with confidence roſe: 


« May your Lordſhip believe, what I often proteſt,” 

„ The advice I gave Maſter was meant for the beſt. 

„ My Maſter of caſh has been always! in need; 

He has try'd many ſchemes, but they did not bose | 

The Directors, rich rogues ! ! had ſo loaded their paunches 

«© With cod's-head and ſhoulders, with paſties inf haunches - | 
4% 80 muddled their heads and their ſenſes: with drinking, + 

. That they loſk all the powers of acting and thinking, © © 

„And never perceiv'd- that their veſſel was linking.” 5 

„ whoſe head, like his belly, is clear, 


% Except now and then, when he dines with a peer, 


“ Came forward, and offer'd their veſſel to ſteer. 


„ "Twas 
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«© "Twas but reaſon and Juſtice, that Fox mould eject 
« Thoſe Directors that wanted the ſkill to direct. 
And ſince 1 have prov'd, when the ſtomach is full, 
« That the head is in general clouded and dull, 
c Tt was fit BuRKE and Fox, with their Sends ſhould ſucceed, 
** Whoſe wit and invention were ſharpen'd by need.“ ; 
Here the black Lady ceas'd, and the Plaintiff in white, 
With zeal unabated returned to the fight. 


% My Lord the next article is to accuſe her 
Of degrading Bunk down to the rank of a bruiſer; 
„ Thro' Pol. L he engaged in an infamous job, 
« With SHERRY and others, in raifing a mob; 
„With the Blackguards of Weſtminſter form'd a connexion, 
% And by bludgeons and cudgels obtained the Election: 
« Some died of their wounds with ineffable anguiſh, - 

7. Some crippled for life in the Hoſpitals languith, 
Whole nights Pol I. was buſy'd in vamping up Fe; 
10 publiſh againſt a great Naval Commander; 

« And to prove that Lord Hood's dealing death and ating 


« To the Foe, was leſs worth than Jac Townsugn's ſeduction; 1 
«© Thoſe 


( Are with PoLL the perpetual objects of hate. 


E 1 


44 Thoſe who ſerve with effect the King, Country or State, 5 


On this principle *tis, ſhe perſuades Burxs to join 
=! Thofe who ruin'd their Country, Lord NozTH, and BURGOYNE 3 
4 On this principle Ropnegy was fnatch'd from his F leet, 
After giving the French that deciſive defeat. 
4“ On this principle HAsTiNGs has long been abus'd, 
& And is now by my Maſter and party accus'd. 
Here the white Lady ceas'd, and PoLL roſe to reply, | 
& That my Maſter turn'd bruiſer, 1 flatly deny. 
& Indeed, he was not ſo imprudently bold, PE: 
% For giving Mendoza's he's rather too old: 
„The principal weapon he us'd, was his Tongue, 
ws To direct, and encourage his Friends that were young. 
« If EDMUND and party the Electors withſtood; _ 
«© Tt was only thoſe Villains that voted for Hoop : 
„ And as to the uſe, that wis - made of the bludgeons, «7 
They were arguments fit for thoſe thick - ſkull'd Curmudgeons, 


Who by no other means, could be made comprehend, IE 


„ 'Twas their duty and int'reſt to poll for our Friend: 
„ Thoſe fools tis a Candidate's province to thraſh, 
% Who will vote for him, neither thro! friendſhip nor.caſh : 


«© And 28 


38 
« And as to that Admirat's beating the foe, 
13 quite an old ſtory, near eight years ago: 
„If Weſtminſter once was ſo weak as to chuſe him, 


They have now learnt from us ſenſe enough to refuſe him; 

« Nor need they lament for the Blood that was ſhed ; ; 

1 There were voters enough, though ſome thouſands were dead.“ 
Pol L. ehded, and up her antagoniſt ſprung, | 

Again to unbridle her vehement Tongue. 


% I accuſe Pol. . of aiming a horrible wound 

„ At old England, by preaching up doctrines unſound. 
This jilt, who had ſtill been for clipping the wings, 
„ For curtailing the pow! 2 nay for ſtarving of Kings, 

„ Declar'd twas the Orator's place to convince 

„ The Houſe that they ought not to limit the Prince. 
« Thoſe Whigs who kept holy the laſt Revolution, 
Who mind not their own, but the State 8 conſtitution ; ; 
% Who at fam d Runnymede would a pillar erect, 


To tell what tyrannical Kings may expect; 


| i 60 Who ſet Kingly honour and faith at defiance ; 2 


«© Can place on a Prince an x implicit reliance. 


" ie My | 
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„My feelings, indeed, it moſt horribly ſhocks, 


« When I ſee Maſter change, with the changes of Fox; | 
« Once that Man of the People, of Parliament ſince, 

«© But now become ſuddenly Man of the Prince; 

% That any Man's Man, as it anſwers his end; 

“ The cajoler of many, but nobody's friend ; 

<£© Whoſe abilities boundleſs neceſſity whets ; 


% Whois up to all rights but the payment of debts.” 


Mor ceas'd, and thus Pos. Lx Judge Mios addreſs'd: 

«© The advice which I gave was aſſuredly beſt. 5, 

«© Remember, if EDMUND ne'er gave his ſupport 

* the meaſures adopted by GROHE and his Court, 

% You cannot, with juſtice, his conduct condemn, wat} 
Since GEORGE and his Court have done nothing for bim 
« To this very moment, he never has ſeen 

“ The inſide of that Houſe which belongs to the Queen ; 

« This hardſhip, the Prince has endeavoured to ſoften, 

« And to Dine at Pall Mall has invited him often. 


« My Maſter, 'tis certain, no confidence puts 


6 In thoſe who ſo wickedly ſcrew up his guts. 
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6 Since the day he the office of Paymaſter loft, 
« His face looks as if it were bitten by froſt. 


„But now, if the Prince get unlimited ſway, 
% My Maſter and friends come again into play 8 
Again ſhall his equipage cut a great daſh, 
As ſoon as the Paymaſter fingers the caſh. 
If EpmunD would ſever the King from the Crown, 
Remember, the King hurl'd the Orator down. 
An office he had, but the Monarch diſplac'd him; 
Not only depriv'd him of bread, but diſgrac'd him. 
4% J even appeal to the Lady in white; 
% Who needs muſt confeſs that our Maſter was right 
This opinion my Maſter and I have held long, 
<« And I truſt that your Lordſhip will not think it wrong : 
T were better the Country and King were deſtroy'd, 
+ Fhas EDMUND be poor, or remain unemploy'd.“ 
Here ended the eloquent Lady in black, 
And Mor L roſe again to renew the attack : 


But her look, and the change of her manner, IR . [9 
That ſomething ſtill ſharper corroded her breaſt, - '£ 
And with v voice fem and ſtern, ſhe a Court thus addreſs'd : x: - 


« My 


E 

% My Lord, I have accus'd that wretch of crimes 
* Unparalell'd in theſe, or former times: | 
„But the concluding charge I mean to bring, 
* Did from a fountain ſo polluted ſpring, 
© As makes her ſtill more horrid to the eye, 
If black like her's can take a deeper dye: 
This guilty monſter has contriv'd a plan 
&« To work the ruin of an injur'd man; 
„ Who roſe to eminence, without ſupport 
„ From venal, baſe connections with a Court; 
Continued in the Hour of deep diſtreſs 
4 For Talents which had long inſur'd ſucceſs, 
. only Governor, N onrH“ dare oppoſe, 
66 To faction's fury, and her numerous Foes ; 
In every Clime while ENGLAND loſs ſuſtain'd, 
Her Empire in the Eaſt, this Man maintain'd 
« He 

* When future biftorians all write the hiſtory of the vrofent times, * will be ſome 
facts of ſo extraordinary a nature to relate, that unleſs they are authenticated beyond the 
poſſibility of contradiction, they will obtain no credit from our poſterity, Amongſt the reſt, 
the conduct of Lord Nox rnH to Mr. Has rixes will appear conſpicuous indeed. This 
Nobleman, in the year 1773, propoſed that Mr. HasTInGs ſhould be appointed Governor- | 


General of Bengal, under a Parliamentary commiſſion, In propoſing him, Lord Noxrx 


pronounced a very fine eulogium upon his character; and the appointment paſſed through 
| E 2 5 — 


| 
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He drove a faithleſs ſubject from the Land, 


* 


« Subdu'd rebellion, and reſtor'd Command. 


6 The deep reſources of his mind diſplay'd, 


6 
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When diſtant Colonies requir'd his aid. 


& For well form'd plans when treaſure was deny'd, 


“The urgent want he privately ſupply'd: 


me Houſe of Commons without a diſſenting voice, This was in a ſeaſon of profound peace. 


In the diſputes which unfortunately broke out in Bengal, Lord Nox r took part, in a cer- 


' tain degree, with General CLavzrinG and Colonel Moxsow; and he intrigued in Leaden- 


Ball. freet, to procure the removal of Mr. HasTixGs : but being defeated in a great meaſure | 


through the exertions of the Rock ix HAM Party, he entered into a negociation with Colo- 


nel MAcCLEANE for the reſignation of Mr. HasTtINGs. Soon after this curious compromiſe, 


to which neither Mr. HAasTiNGs nor General CLaverING were parties, accounts were 


received in England of Colonel Monsox's death ; and in April 1778, of the death of General 


- CLAVEAIxG. In December 1778, the term for which Mr. HasTixGs held his appoint- . 


ment being nearly expired, Lord Nox 1 himſelf propoſed to Parliament to continue Mr. 
HasTINGs for one year longer; in 1779, for another year; and in 1781, for ten years,— 
On being reminded of theſe l by M. jor Scor r in the Houſe of Commons, Lord 
Non r R, in his place, acknowledged the facte, and gave the moſt ſubſtantial reaſons for his 
conduct, which were theſe:— That Mr. HAs TIN Gs was a man who poſſeſſed vigour, abilities, 
and the confidence of the Eaſt India Company, and that he re-appointed him, in time of war, 
and in ſeaſons of great calamity, difficulty, and danger. yet, ſtrange to tell, Lord 
Non r attended the proceedings againſt Mr. HASTINGS, whenever his health permitted him, 
voted againſt him in the Benares Charge, and his eldeſt ſon is one of the Managers of the 
Impeachment! ! ! ! | 
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The Public welfare ever he purſued, 


And riſqued his ſafety for his Country's good. 


Now EDMUND proſecutes him, ſtrange to tell, 
Becauſe he ſerv'd his maſters long and well ; 
Whilſt he who loſt an empire in the Weſt, 

By EpMuND and his friends has been careſt. 
Ungrateful monſter ! whom ſucceeding times 
Shall ſtigmatize, when ſuf ring Fog his crimes. 
He Jabina the motley Faction, to purſue 

The man to whom the faireſt fame is due: 5 
Shall we forget, that when his Generals fail d, 
When EpmunD threaten'd, and the Party rail d, 
NonrH cheer'd the people, finking with diſtreſs, 
By loudly boaſting. of this. man's ſucceſs ? 
Years after years, with unremitting zeal, 

Has BurkxE employ'd to form a ſpecious tale; 
To ſhew ſome error, or expoſe ſome fault, 
Has through a long adminiſtration ſought : | 
With partial hand from old Records extracts, 
To ſpread falſe colours, or miſtate the facts; 
The laws, the cuſtoms of a diſtant clime 

Are ſearch'd, to prove him guilty of a crime; 


« Firſt | 


LT 42 ] 
« Firſt Indian prejudice is made the guide, 
« And then by Britiſh law, the Cauſe is try'd. 
| 
« A fingle inſtance may ſuffice to ſhow, 
e How far PoLL urg'd the Orator to go; 
4 He call'd to witneſs all the powers above, 
4 His zeal aroſe, from pureſt, ſocial love: 
That NEMEs1s had rous'd her warrior knight, 
« For human Nature's violated right, 
<< That Envy, Malice, which too oft infeſt 
< The minds of men, were ſtrangers to his breaſt ; 
« Againſt the Pleader's privilege to lie, 
< bind myſelf, ſaid Burke, by ev'ry tie, 
« Plain ſimple facts will I expoſe to view, 
4 Nor uſe one word, which is not ſtrictly true, 
4 Attention, credit, EDMUND thus beſpoke, 


4 But the next minute his engagement broke, 


£ And all his adjurations turn'd to ſmoke. 


Some Indian manuſcripts as he perus'd, 
4 He found that certain farmers had accus'd 
„ One Dzpy-SING of violated truſt, 

« Of various cruelties, and brutal luſt ; 
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4 On theſe my Maſter ſeizes, and enlarges, 
« Though wholly foreign from his former charges, 
% With ſtudied geſture, and ſelected phraſe, 
£ Unheard of ſcenes of horror he diſplays; 
= Inſolvent debtors, here oppreſſion ſtrips, 
& And there extortion ſhakes her bloody whips - 
„ The father and the ſon together binds, 
& At ain to ſcourge chair bodies, and their minds; - 
i Deſcribes the fatal engine, made to wreſt 
The tender nipple from the female breaft ; 
, The parts which decency forbids to name, 
% Their uſe perverted, and expos'd to flame : 
From vengeance due to actions ſo deprav'd, 
His Friend,” ſaid EDMUND, has the Pris'ner ſav'd 5 
T 'was thus the Pagan robb'd the ſtarving poor, 
The Chriſtian thus, to Juſtice ſhut the door : 
Was truſt imperial ever thus abus'd ? 
Of deeds ſo foul was ever man accus'd ?” 
«© But mark, my Lord, that very ſame narration, 


4 From which my Maſter garbled information, 


« Contain'd its full, and perfect refutation; 
6 It 


= 


L I 


It prov'd, that HagTINGs never did defend 


The man whom EpMuNnD falſely call'd his friend; 
Nor aid, nor friendſhip, could the Rajah boaſt, 
Ty Diſplac'd unheard, his power at once he loſt ; 

% HasTINGs next call'd the ſufferers to bring 

„ Their proofs againſt the culprit DERBY SING; 

4% A new adminiſtration then took place, 

„ Theirs was the duty to adj udge the caſe ; 

„With due ſolemnity they try'd the cauſe, 

« No proof appear'd of violated laws, | 
* Tie female ſufferings, before the Court, 

« *Twas chiefly calumny, or vague report. 

“Nor blame, nor cenſure could, as EDMUND knew, 


& Be fix'd on HasTiNGs, had each charge been true; 


« BurxE's crimes as well might criminate the King, 


= < As HasriNGs be reproach'd for DEBY SING, 


„% This MorAL CoNnsClENCE urg'd a thouſand times, 


„ When EpmunD form'd his catalogue of crimes : 


4%] ſtrove in vain, and ſo did Major ScortT, 


| 4% I enforce retraction—EDMUND heard us not; 


« A refutation by the Major writ, 


«© Unread was anſwer'd by affected wit. 


( ] never 
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„ never read, ſays Buzxe, what proves me wrong, 
“Such odious taſks to enemies belong: 9 5 
6 By theſe baſe arts the cauſe he has maintain'd, 
And theſe the falſehoods HASTINGs has ſuſtain'd. 
6 For acts ſo baſe, the Court, tho once miſled, 
„% Will hurl down Vengeance on my Maſter's head. 
„% "Twas PoLL's advice, my Lord, that EpmunD took, 
66 When Juſtice, Truth and Honour he forſook; 
6 Be her's the puniſhment, and her's the ſhame, 
6 Let MoRAL CoNsCIENCE ſpotleſs keep her name. 
& Here, by your Lordſhip's favor, I propoſe, 
6 To reſt my proofs, and here the — cloſe. 
« To theſe alone, to prove her guilt I truſt, 
6 Before a judge infallible and Juſt, 


Then PoLL aroſe and thus a ſpeech began, 
„J own the merit of this injured man. 
6 But ſince my enemy has chang'd her ſtyle, 
„ Permit me alſo to declaim a while. 


In vindication of myſelf,” I draw 


6 Strong proof from nature, and from nature's law. 
: | 1 He ae 


F 


ta , 


He for his country did, I think tis true, 


& All that was poſſible for man to do: 
« But grant, his ſervice made a nation thrive, 
o7 Say what advantage thence did BurKE derive ? 
CO What was the principle, and what the cans; 
4 The ſtockholders beſtow'd ſuch high applau le ? 
% What but ſelf-intereſt made them kindly greet him? 
What but ſelf-intereſt makes my Maſter hate him? 
« The Public, public good alone regard, 
; 6 Their foes they puniſh, and their friends reward. 
If in the public this be right, it muſt 
« Be in an individual full as juſt. 
« Had HasTINGs ſerv'd my Lord with half that zeal, 
&« He manifeſted for the public weal, 
« One half the money he the public gave, 
T Had made my Maſter his devoted ſlave. 
Then had great Edmund readily ſtepp'd forth, 
44 On all occaſions to aflert his worth : 
So had he been as able and as willing, 
RE To prove him Angel then, as now a Villain. 
„But how did HAsTINGs act, and all his friends? 
„Did they not always thwart my Maſter's ends ? 
| jor - „ Did 
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&« Did HasTiINGs during bis adminiſtration, 

& Give one Rupee to Maſter's poor Relation ? | 
6 His friends, his agents, and his Indian crew, 
Our party and our India Bill o'erthrew ; | 
« Can BURKE, can Fox, can SHERIDAN forget, 

% How long they groan d beneath a load of debt? L 
„If they are poor and wretched all their lives, ' 
„More wretched they muſt be, if HasTINGs thrives. 
Revenge and intereſt are the calls of nature, 

& Alike in man, 400 every other creature. 

60 Suppoſe that ErMunD from the truth departs, 

„ Convifting HasTINGs by inſidious arts; | 

„ Whether by trutti or falſehood he Tucdted: 79, 562 eee, 
4 A proſperous iſſue, juſtifies the deed; | i a 
« For ſo 'tis written in the Whiggiſh Creed. 


% The affecting picture which my Maſter Gan 


* or female ſufferings, 1 1s I own, untrue; 


8 


15 Twas my device, and fortunately tried, 
& To gain at leaſt the Ladies to our ſide. 
„ With melting grief, to fill each gentler breaſt, 


6 Excluding reaſon that unwelcome gueſt ; 


F 2 * 4 Pa. 


£48 91 

« To turn attention from the weaker parts, 

« To drown Men's judgments, in their bleeding hearts, 
„ And had that inſtant clos'd the priſoner's fate, 

& To us the advantage had been truly great 4 

© But vain alas ' my ſkilful Maſter painted, 

In vain compaſſion wept, and beauty fainted ; 

„% Yet though it fail'd, I glory 0 the plot, 

« And want no Monitor in Ma jon Scor r 3. 

« If MoLL's intruſion juſtly we condemn, 

% *Twas furely damn'd impertinence in him: 

„ My Maſter ſwears, that MoLr's enough to ſtun him, 
T Shall Scorr turn conſcience too, and come to dun him : 
| « Perhaps he thought we err'd, and did not know it, 
4 If ſo, I grant, twas kind in him to ſhnew it. 


But why ſhould he, who no advantage draws 

% From truth, adhere to truth and plead her cauſe ? | 
& ] grant indeed, that all mankind unite, 

4 In ſaying falſchood's wrong, and truth is right: 

% And why? Becauſe not one would be deceiv'd, 
„And all, though falſe themſelves, would be believ' d. 
Hence every man but moderately wiſe, 

« Will preach up that, wherein his intereſt lies. 

7 | „% From 
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40. From virtue's path not one but often ſwerves,. 
«© With ſilent ſelf-applauſe, if none obſerves. 
& Truth all admire, and falſehood all deteſt ; 
© But all uſe either as it ſuits them beſt : _ 
« And ſure that Artiſt were a ſtupid fool, 
„ That has a choice, and takes an uſeleſs tool. 
40 Who ever ſuch a bungling joiner knew, 
& As wack an axe to ſaw, or ſaw to hew ? 
c *T1s in this point we ſervants diſagree ;. 
' 66 J ſeek his preſent good, his future, ſhe :. ; 
She thinks religion abſolutely binding; 
I think it prieſtcraft, and not worth the minding =: 
„ She bids him be to virtue firm. and true, 
I bid him preach and praiſe it,. not purſue... 
| «© Here then, my Lord, I anz my defence, | 
« Happy in having prov'd my innocence ;. 
cc Happy in having had to plead my cauſe 
„Before a perfect judge of general laws.“ 


Here finiſh'd PoLL her labour?d, long defence, 


And ſmil'd, as conſcious of her innocence... 
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Then Mrxos, viewing MoLL with eye benign, | | 


Obſerv'd, for her *twas needleſs to rejoin. 

& To guilt like Pol L's, to principles ſo bad 

« As her's, it is impoſlible to add. 

« To ruin all the world her doctrines tend: 

If ſhe exiſts, ſociety muſt end.” | 5 

Thus ſpoke the Judge: The Cryer bawl'd aloud 
« Hear fehtence!—Silence! filence in the croud.“ 

Then Minos ſternly ey'd the ſable dame: 


„ Thee I condemn to everlaſting flame : 


& PoLL and her Whiggiſh Creed ſhall fare the lame.” 
The Judge had not compleated the decree, 

When PoLLy falling on her trembling knee, 

Pray'd leave to offer up a ſpecial plea: | 

& To arreſt the judgment founded on convition, 

«© Hear my demurrer to the juriſdiction, 

„ Your Lordſhip cannot legally deprive, 

«© My Maſter of his Servant whilſt alive : 

„ "Twere premature to paſs a final ſentence, 


Which yet may be revers'd wy true repentance. 
; 4 


The 
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The plea was ſtrong and readily allow'd ; 
PoLL humbly thank'd his Excellence and bow'd ; | 
With what has paſs'd my Maſter I'll acquaint | 
No doubt he will repent, and prove a faint,” 
The audience pleas' d, and laughing at the joke, 
Mov'd off; — the Court adjourn'd ; and I awoke: 
1174 
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